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Personal data 

 
Name: Oertner, Thomas Glenn 
Academic title: Prof. Dr. rer. nat. 
Date of birth:  17 February 1968 
Affiliation: Institute for Synaptic Physiology, 
 Center for Molecular Neurobiology Hamburg (ZMNH), 
 University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf, 
 Falkenried 94, 20251 Hamburg, Germany 
Phone: +49 40 7410 58228 
Fax: +49 40 7410 58364 
Email: thomas.oertner@zmnh.uni-hamburg.de 
Current position: Director, Institute for Synaptic Physiology 
 Professor for Neuroscience (W3) 
 
Academic education 

 
1997 – 2000  PhD thesis at the Friedrich-Miescher-Laboratory of the Max-Planck-Society, 
 Tübingen (Thesis advisor: Alexander Borst) 
1992/93 Year abroad at the University of Edinburgh (Scotland, UK) 
1989 – 1996 Studies of Biology, Albert-Ludwigs University, Freiburg (Germany) 
 
Academic degrees 

 
02/2000 PhD in Neurobiology, University of Tübingen (Germany) 
12/1996 Diploma in Biology, University of Freiburg (Germany) 
 
Postgraduate career 

 
10/2011 - present Full Professor of Neuroscience (W3),  
 Director of the Institute for Synaptic Physiology at the Center for Molecular 
 Neurobiology Hamburg (Germany) 
10/2009 – 09/2011 Senior Scientist (tenure) at the Friedrich Miescher Institute for Biomedical 
 Research (FMI) in Basel (Switzerland) 
06/2003 – 10/2009 Research group leader at the FMI Basel 
01/2000 – 05/2003 Research Associate at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, New York (USA) 
 with Karel Svoboda 
 
Other academic functions and honors 

 
2009 – present Member of the editorial boards of Frontiers in Cellular Neuroscience and 
 Frontiers in Synaptic Neuroscience. 
2008 - 2009 Leader of an Interdisciplinary Pilot Project supported by the Swiss Initiative 
 in Systems Biology (SystemsX.ch)  
2006 - present Lecturer at the PENS Training Center ‘Imaging brain function’ 
2005 - present Member of the Faculty of the ‘Neurobiology’ course at the Marine Biological 
 Laboratory in Woods Hole, Massachusetts (USA) 
2004 - 2008 Scientific Advisor of the Facility for Advanced Imaging and Microscopy at 
 FMI Basel (Switzerland) 
2000 - 2001 Recipient of a fellowship by the Swartz Foundation for Computational 
 Neuroscience 
1997 - 2000 Member of the Graduiertenkolleg Neurobiologie Tübingen  
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